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Moderator’s Commentary – Unit 1 Documentary Response 
 
Note to centres:  The Moderator commentary is to support centres.  Teacher-Assessors are 
not expected to replicate in this level of detail.     

 
Candidate Four 
 
The candidate’s work is structured by stimulus materials.  Her first section 
(p.1) reflects effectively on the stimulus explored in the recorded session, 
making perceptive links between this and the theme of loneliness and 
isolation.  Excellent links are made with the elements used, for example the 
final comment about the character’s “increasing isolation” which shows at 
this point an excellent understanding of the effects created and of the 
group’s intentions. Her comments are analytical and very clear, for 
example, the comments about the catwalk task but these tend to take a 
summative approach.  It is when making links between the idea of loneliness 
and the way this was explored that her work is at its strongest within this 
task. 
 
The physical theatre/ annotation task (p.2) shows a detailed level of 
understanding of how the Drama medium of space and posture were used to 
create the alarm clock through physical theatre.  There is a good summary 
of the importance of each member of the group and some excellent 
comments regarding the way that movement was used to represent 
vibration and sound physically.  Although the diagram has no intrinsic 
assessment value, it does helpfully illustrate the candidate’s analysis of the 
task.  The teacher’s handwritten question  “Was it effective?” highlights the 
lack of focus on evaluation in this part of the documentary response. 
Much of the storyboarding task (p.3-4) is devoted to narrative which while 
informative, has no intrinsic assessment value.  The annotation of the 
diagrams are helpful, and there is some excellent understanding of how 
facial expression, movement and gesture were used within the tasks 
although this is not always consistently excellent.  The final evaluation of 
the non-linear structure (p.5) is helpful and shows an evaluative approach, 
(for example the comment about opening up the imagination to engage) 
although some of the comments were a little general. 
 
Overall, this was an inconsistent documentary response and therefore rather 
a challenge to mark.  There is a clear sense of understanding and a 
sophisticated use of language although there could be a greater focus on 
Drama vocabulary.  The candidate’s documentation is analytical and we are 
able to visualise her own practical work from reading the documentary 
response but there is a lack of focus on the ideas explored within the unit.  
At approximately 500 words below the word limit for this unit, there is a 
sense that this candidate could have done more to explore the theme in 
connection with the drama medium, strategies and elements.  Clearly, the 
candidate has the potential to achieve highly in this element of the course 
but this potential has not been fully realised by her final documentary 
response to this unit. 



 
The candidate was assessed as a mid Level 2 for this piece of Documentary 
response. 
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