
 
 

RELATIONSHIPS 
LOVE 

There are four types of Love: Agape = love given freely and without reserve Storge= affection for things and animals 
Eros = Sexual love Philia = bond shown through friends and family 

Responsibilities                                                                                   Commitments 
Look after others                                                                Keep vows or promises we make 

 Obey the law                                                                                          Fulfil our duty 
Care for the earth                                                                                 Not to hurt others 

Follow religious teachings if religious                                    Religious believers might worship/prayer 

Sex, Celibacy and Contraception 
It is commonly believed that sex should take place within a committed relationship, Some religions see sex as holy 

and sacred, Some religions see casual sex as devaluing people 

CHRISTIANITY ISLAM 

 Sex is a gift from God 

 Contraception can be used if both partners agree 

 Adultery is forbidden in the ten commandments 
Catholics: 

 Priests should be celibate 

 Sex should always allow the possibility of new 
life 

 Sex should only happen within marriage 

 Sex is considered as an act of worship 

 The pill and condoms are accepted methods of 
contraception but permanent forms such as 
vasectomies are discouraged 

 Promises of faithfulness are made at the wedding 
ceremony 

 The Qur’an says ‘Have nothing to do with 
adultery’ 

What is sex for? 
Children, Commitment between a man and a woman, Provide joy and sense of fulfilment 

Family 
It is a duty (dharma) to look after family, The Ten Commandments states how important it is to look after your 

parents, You choose your friends, not your family 

Is Marriage out of date? 
Yes – more people cohabit which is socially acceptable now  

No – vows are important and never go out of date, religions keep marriage important 

Is it necessary to marry in a place of worship? 
Yes – God is present, important to believers 

No – Doesn’t matter so long as intentions are right, some people can’t marry in a place of worship 

Should same sex marriages be performed in a place of worship? 
Yes – Love is the most important thing, treat others as you’d like to be treated 

No – Same sex relationships are against some traditions, most important part of marriage is children which 
homosexuals cannot have without intervention 

Marriage, Cohabitation and same-sex relationships 

CHRISTIANITY ISLAM 

 Marriage is a sacrament (sacred) within most 
denominations particularly Catholic. 

 Same sex marriages are not accepted by all 
Christians 
- Anglicans bless same sex couples 
- Quakers welcome same sex marriage 
- Catholics teach marriage is a union between 
man and woman and therefore do not accept it 

 Marriage is assisted by the family: 
- Arranged marriage 
- Courtship (no sexual contact) happens before 
marriage 
- Couples families meet 
- a mahr (dowry) is organised 

 Nikkah (ceremony) may take place in a mosque 
or home 

 Muslims do not accept same sex marriage 

Key Features of Religious Wedding Ceremonies 

 A non-religious ceremony is referred to as a civil ceremony 

CHRISTIANITY ISLAM 

 Often held in a church  Ceremony includes recitation from their sacred 



 
 

 Vows are taken to show commitment 

 Exchange rings to represent love and eternity 

 Sing hymns to worship God 

 Sign a register to show couple is married 

text, the Qur’an 

 Agreement to the contract (mahr) will be made in 
front of witnesses 

 Exchange of vows is sometimes made 

 Contract is signed 

Divorce and Remarriage 

CHRISTIANITY ISLAM 

Anglicans: 

 Divorce is accepted 

 Remarriage is discouraged – a non-church 
wedding may be suggested 

 No minister can be forced to perform a marriage 
Catholics: 

 Divorce is not recognised 

 Marriage is sacrament and can not be dissolved – 
only annulled 

 Divorce is allowed as a last resort (Muhammad 
(PBUH) said it is most hated by Allah) 

 On three occasions the husband must state in 
front of witnesses that the marriage is over 

 The iddah period (3 months) follows where the 
couple stay in the same house to support 
reconciliation 

 Divorce will mean the wife is given the final part 
of her dowry 

 Remarriage is allowed 

Should people be allowed to remarry? 
Yes – Everyone should have a second chance Maybe – but not in a sacred building No - vows should not be broken, 

marriage is a sacrament (sacred) 

Key Words 

Commitment Making and keeping a promise, such as wedding vows 

Chastity Decision not to have sex before marriage, for example, 
because it’s believed that sex is sacred 

Conflict Working against each other rather than in unity. Conflict 
in marriages can lead to divorce 

Love To have a deep affection and express it through words 
and actions 

Reconciliation Apologise or say sorry, and become friends again. Many 
faith communities have reconciliation services 

Responsibilities Duties you should carry out, such as looking after family 
members 

 

Practice Exam Questions 

Your classroom teacher will be happy to mark the following if you try them at home! 

A. Explain what religious believers mean by ‘love’. [2]  

 

B. Explain how a religious believer might help others with marriage difficulties. [4] 

 

C. ‘Sex before marriage harms no one.’ Give two reasons why a religious believer might agree or disagree 

with this statement. [4] 

 

D. Explain from two different religious traditions the attitude towards divorce. [6] (You must state the 

religious traditions you are referring to.) 

 

E. ‘Same-sex marriages should be allowed in a place of worship.’ 
Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have thought of more than 

one point of view. You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer. [8] 


