
IS IT FAIR? 
Human Dignity 

It is widely believed that all people should be treated with dignity 

CHRISTIANITY ISLAM 

Dignity: 

 We are all “one in Christ” (Galatians 3) and 
should be treated fairly 

 Jesus showed in his actions how we should treat 
others with dignity 

 The parable of the Good Samaritan – Work 
alongside all different types of people 

 Many charities have been set up such as 
Campaign for Racial Justice (CARJ) to help others, 
in this case refugees and asylum seekers 

Dignity: 

 Allah is the creator of all humans and they should 
take responsibility for one another 

 The Ummah (community) of believers should 
look after one another 

 Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) taught the 
importance of equal opportunities for women 

 The Qur’an teaches it is important to “free a 
slave or to give food in the day of hunger” 

 Muslim charities help others such as Islamic 
Relief which gives short and long term aid to the 
poor 

Justice, Injustice and Social Responsibility 
People should ensure that: 
Human rights are observed 

All people have equal responsibilities 
All people are treated without discrimination 

They might do this through; civil disobedience, protest, charity work, inform others, prayer… 

Equality 
All religions have a golden rule that follows the concept of treat others as you’d like to be treated 

Although people are equal we are all different because we are individuals 

CHRISTIANITY ISLAM 

Equality:  

 God created everyone in his image – as equals 

 We should care for all, example of Jesus in the 
bible caring for lepers and outcasts 

 Christians such as Martin Luther King or 
Desmond Tutu have led campaigns to promote 
equality 

 In Anglican churches women can be priests but 
not in catholic churches 

Equality: 

 All people are created by Allah 

 The ummah (community) crosses are national, 
cultural, racial and gender divisions 

 Act of prayer emphasises equality as worshippers 
should stand shoulder to shoulder before God 

 Prophet Muhammad showed respect for woman 
and the poor 

Why are people prejudice? 
Peer/family pressure (friends/parents), experience, fear, envy, education, ignorance 

BUT IT CAN CHANGE: 
We can work towards equality 

Wealth and Charity 
Difference between material (things) wealth and life wealth 

Believers say the afterlife depends on actions rather than material wealth 
 

CHRISTIANITY ISLAM 

Wealth and Charity: 

 Jesus taught “Blessed are you who are poor, 
yours is the kingdom of God”. 

 The bible teachers the importance in sharing 

 Many Christians try to work in vocational jobs 
where they are helping others 

 Giving to charity has always been important and 

Wealth and Charity: 

 Wealth is a gift from Allah and so should be cared 
for 

 It is a duty to help others 

 One of the five pillars (duties), Zakah, is to give to 
charity 2.5% of earnings 

 Sadaqah (voluntary payments) and voluntary 



many will give a tithe/regular amount to charity 

 Some denominations such as Quakers do not 
gamble 

 The bible states “The love of money is the root of 
all evil” 

work are encouraged 

 Occupations involving gambling or alcohol are 
Haram (banned) 

 Money should not be gained or lost through 
gambling 

Want vs. Need 
A necessity like air or water is something we need. A want is something we long for such as a mobile phone 

 

Key Words 

Authority Right or power over others. It may be a person such as a 
priest, a set of laws, or the teachings from a sacred text 

Discrimination Treating people differently because of their race, gender, 
religion or class 

Equality Being treated the same. Many religious believers would 
say all people are equal in Gods eyes 

Identity The personality and character of an individual. Each 
person has their own identity and is unique 

Injustice Withholding someone’s human rights, for example, 
imprisonment without trial 

Prejudice When a person is judged without any evidence. All 
religious traditions agree that people should treat others 

as they wish to be treated. 

 

Practice Exam Questions 

Your classroom teacher will be happy to mark the following if you try them at home! 

A. Explain what religious believers mean by ‘authority’. [2]  

 

B. Explain how having a religious faith might influence the way money is used. [4] 

 

C. ‘Its natural for people to have prejudices.’ Give two reasons why a religious believer might agree or 

disagree with this statement. [4] 

 

D. Explain from one person or organisation has worked for justice. [6]  

(You must state the religious traditions you are referring to.) 

 

E. ‘Giving to charity is throwing your money away.’ 
Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have thought of more than 

one point of view. You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer. [8] 


