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Is the world a fair place? – Does everyone have their human dignity 
(human rights) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revision Notes: Unit – Is it fair?  

Do you know your key words off by heart? Practice!  

 Equality: The belief or state that everyone should have equal rights and 

opportunity. Example: Free health care  

 Identity: The sense of who you are in terms of attitudes, character and 

personality. Example: You are unique 

 Injustice: Where everyone is not treated with fairness. 

       Example: Lack of shelter and food  

 Authority: Power over others through position or moral teachings. 

Example: Prime-minister, Pope 

 Prejudice: Judging someone before you know them to be inferior or 

superior. Example: disability 

 Discrimination: The actions of treating groups of people differently. 

Example: Racism 

 

 

   

Developed World  

 Countries with a high 
standard of living 
include North America, 
Western Europe and 
Australasia. 

 Although only 25% of 
the worlds populations 
lives in the developed 
world it uses more than 
80% of the worlds 
resources (Energy, 
food etc) 

They will have.... 

Clean water 

Health care 

Education  

Free Housing 

 

 

Non-developed World 

 Include countries with a 
low standard of living, 
including most of the 
countries in South 
America and Africa. 

 These countries have 
75% of the worlds 
population but they 
have to live on less 
than 20% of the worlds 
resources. 

They will have…. 

NO Clean water 

NO Education 

NO Health care system  

NO Housing  
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What stops a country from developing? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian response to the Disadvantaged.....CAFOD! 

 

 

 

What does CAFOD stand for? 

o Catholic Agency For Overseas Development. 

 

What is CAFODS motto? 

‘Give a man a fish feed him for a day; teach 

him how to fish feed him for a lifetime’. 
 

Hunger 

Illness  

Population 

Explosion 

Illiteracy  

Famine 

= 
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Christian teachings on helping others 

(Social Responsibility)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What?  Try and improve the lives of those 

living in poverty in third world 

countries.  

Examples?   Short Term aid – Water, 

food, tents, medicine, sniffer 

dogs. 

 Long Term aid – Farming, 

Education, Wells, Medical 

training 

How to get involved?   Donate 

 Family Fasts 

 Sponsored events  

 Fundraising  

Link to Religion? CAFOD are a Catholic charity and 

their aims are at the heart of 

Christian messages. They are 

following the teachings of Jesus to 

love one another and following the 

messages of parables such as the 

sheep and the goats through the 

work they do.  

The Parable of the Sheep and the Goats – New Testament  
 

o A parable is a story with a special meaning. The message of this story is that you will 
be judged by God on your actions and this will determine whether you go to heaven or 
hell. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, 

I was a stranger and you welcomed me,  I was naked and you clothed me, I was 
sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me. You all get eternal 
paradise’.  He says the opposite to those who didn’t help people.  

 

What does this mean for Christians today? 
 
Basically this means that when we donate money to charity, give our old clothes to 

Oxfam,  visit those who are ill or help local charities we are not only helping those poor 

people we are also helping God, because there is a part of God in each one of us. 
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Prejudice and Discrimination 

What is prejudice? 

o To pre-judge.  This is when we form a judgement 
about someone before we actually know them (Don’t 
judge a book by its cover!) 

 

What is discrimination? 

o Discrimination is when we act upon our pre-judgements. (Hit or 
skit someone) 
 

 

 

 

Islamic 

Relief  

Muslim Charity which 

helps people in need, 

especially in times of 

disasters.  

•Water & sanitation 

•Health & nutrition 

•Employment & 

training 

•Education 

• Emergency  

Relief 

Muslims believe Allah 

made everything and 

as part of the Ummah 

(worldwide community 

of muslims) they have a 

duty to care for others.  

Zakah – Muslims 

donate 2.5% of their 

wages to charity.  

Sadaqah – Muslims 

give gifts of money and 

time to help others – 

extra to Zakah 

How? Why?  What? Who?  

Muslim Response to the Disadvantaged: Islamic Relief 

Worldwide 
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Types of prejudice and discrimination 
 

o Homophobia 
o Islamphobia 
o Ageism 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where does prejudice come from?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are the effects of Prejudice & Discrimination? 

• Low Self Esteem  
• Horrific events – ie – Holocaust  
• Barriers between communities 
• Alienation  
• Segregation  
• Intimidation  
• Fear  
• Self Harming – Suicide  

 

o Family influences/traditions 

o Religion 

o Lack of education 

o Ignorance 

o The media 
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Christian teachings on Human Dignity:  

 

 

Christian teachings on Racial, Social and Gender Divisions: 

 

 Christians believe that we are ‘All one in Christ’. 

 Jesus showed in his teachings and his actions that all people 

should be treated with dignity. 

 Jesus mixed with people from all backgrounds: Lepers, 

Prostitutes, Tax Collectors. 

 In the parable of the Good Samaritan he taught ‘Love your 

neighbour as yourself’ – The Golden Rule. 

 God created humans in ‘His Image, male and female’. 

 Jesus mixed with Outcasts (Lepers, Tax  

Collectors – Zaccheaus & Prostitutes). 

 Although Jesus didn’t have any female disciples he did 

have 3 close female friends and most of his miracles 

were associated with women. 



 7 

HUMAN RIGHTS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Famous people who have stood up for people’s human 

rights ….. 

 

 Martin Luther King Oscar Romero  

Who?  Baptist Minister (Christian) 

who lived in America 

Archbishop of El Salvador 

What?  Stood up for the rights of 

Black people in America  

Stood up for the rights of 

people living in El Salvador 

under a brutal and 

oppressive government  

Why?  Wanted white children and 

black children to hold hands. 

Be respected for who they 

are not the colour of their 

skin – equality 

Wanted the government to 

stop killing it’s citizens who 

spoke out against them and 

let them vote.  

How?  Gave speeches, protested 

non-violently – sit ins, 

marches.  

Gave speeches, set up a 

radio city, gave mass and 

many, many people started 

to come and listen to him 

and his messages. Spoke 

openly against the 

government. 

Christian Was a pacifist (non-violent) 

believed Jesus had set the 

example of love and 

Believed that love could 

change the world and that 

violence could be overcome 
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Influence forgiveness – ‘if someone 

hits you on the right cheek, 

show them the left’. He 

followed these teachings in 

his campaign against racism. 

with love. He preached  

What happened?  He was assassinated in 

1968.  

He was assassinated whilst 

giving mass in 1980. His final 

words were – ‘may God have 

mercy on the assassin’. 

Their Impact MLK day in America were 

they celebrate the work he 

did.  

Segregation was abolished 

Black President now in the 

White House  

People of El-Salvador gained 

their human rights. 

Made the world stand up and 

take notice of those who 

where not receiving their 

human rights. 

 

 

Material Wealth 

What is a Need? 

o A necessity, something that is a requirement.  

 

What is a Want? 

o A wish or a longing for, something that is craved. 
 

 
 
Christian Teachings on Money: 
  

• Material wealth is not the most important thing in life. 
• Material wealth should be shared with others.  
• Money does not = success. 
• No unfair methods to get money. 
• No lending for profit. 
• No gambling. 
• Do not be greedy or selfish with material wealth. 

 

 
‘The love 
of money 
is the root 
of all evil’ 

 

 

Food, Water, Shelter 

Nice house, Ipod, makeup  
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Muslim teachings towards the use of wealth 

• All wealth is a gift from Allah. 
• It is not wrong to be wealthy the more wealthy you are the more 

generous you should be. 
• Obliged to pay 2.5% to others Zakat. 
• Voluntary payment (Sadaqah) are also 

encouraged. 
• No gambling. 
• No dishonest use of money. 
• No lending for profit. 
• No dishonest means to get money. 

 
 

 

 
The parable of the rich young man – 

Bible (New Testament) 

Man asks Jesus what he needs to do to get into 

heaven. Jesus says kept the 10 commandments. The 

man does this so is happy. Jesus then says give all 

your money away. The man goes away sad. Jesus 

then says –‘it’s easier for a camel to go through 

the eye of a needle, than a rich man to get into 

heaven’. 

This means that you need to 

be generous with your money. 

Use it to help others and make 

the lives of others better – this 

is your Christian duty.  

Yeah right…… 
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Religion and the Media  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The media involves may different types –  
Internet, TV, Music, Films, News etc.. 
 

 It can be a powerful tool in raising social awareness 
about some of the issues of the poorest people in the 
world and of issues of prejudice and discrimination.  

 

 There are many religious programs on TV and the 
Internet which tackle important issues and explain 
about how their religion can help.  

          Example: Songs of Praise on BBC.  
 

 Also youtube is a powerful way of getting your 

message across.  

 Many charities have adverts on here to raise 

awareness of what they do and encourage people to 

be responsible and help. Examples: CAFOD, Islamic 

relief. 

The News allows us to see 

what is happening around the 

world and keeps us up to date 

with any natural disasters – 

wars – issues of poverty that 

may need our help. 
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Key Bible passages: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Key Qur’an Passages: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Human dignity – ‘Love your 

neighbour as yourself’ 

 

Equality - ‘There is neither Jew nor 

Greek, slave nor free, there is neither 

male or female, you are all one in 

Jesus Christ’ 

 

Equality - ‘God made man and 

woman in his own image’  

 

Discrimination- ‘Treat 

others how you want to be 

treated’  

 

Charity– Sheep & Goats - 

‘whenever you did it onto 

one of the least of my 

brothers you did it onto 

me’. 

 

Wealth – Parable of the rich 

young man - ‘It is easier for a 

camel to go through the eye of 

a needle than it is for a rich 

man to get into heaven’ 

 

Wealth - ‘The love of 

money is the root of all 

evil’ 

Charity:  Zakah - ‘give 2.5% of your 

earnings to charity’. 

 

Human Rights: ‘Believers 

stand up firmly for justice 

as witness for Allah even if 

it is against your parents or 

relations’. 
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Exam practice Questions  

Section A 
 

1. Explain what religious believers mean by ‘Identity’? (2) 
2. Explain what religious believers mean by ‘Authority’? (2)  

 
Section B 
 

1. Explain how having religious faith might influence a persons use of money (4) 
2. Explain how having a religious faith might have an affect on a persons attitude to 

prejudice.(4) 
 
Section C  
 

1. ‘It’s natural for people to have prejudices’.  Give two reasons why a religious believer 
might agree or disagree with this statement (4) 

2. ‘Peoples attitudes to social responsibility are never changed by the media’. Give two 
reasons why a religious believer might agree or disagree with this statement (4) 

 

Section D  

1. Explain the work of a famous person or organisation who has fought against injustice(6)  

2. Explain from two religious traditions their viewpoint on human dignity (6)  

Section E 

1. ‘Not everyone should be treated equally’. Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer, 

you must refer to religious teachings in your answer (8) 

2. ‘Wealth should be used for oneself first’. Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer, 

you must refer to religious teachings in your answer (8) 
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