
DEMOCRACY AND VOTING 
 

How are decisions made at school and in the wider community? 

 

At school In the community 

• Vote for student council 

representatives 

• Student council decides on things that 

happen in school 

• People vote for town councillors 

• Local Authorities decide on issues in the 

community such as recycling 

 

How are power and authority different in democratic and non-democratic societies? 

DEMOCRACY= system of government where the people choose who leads them and then these 

representatives they have elected make the decisions 

 

In a democracy the people have power. Who are these key people? 

• We can vote, make a political party, join a pressure group and campaign for what they 

want.  

• The politicians have the right to make decisions for us. 

• Civil servants carry out the decisions made by the politicians 

• Judges uphold the law and are independent of the politicians 

 

Countries that are democracies include: UK, France, USA 

 

Power and authority in dictatorships (non-democratic countries) 

Who has the power? 

• One person- or a very small group of people 

• No elections 

• No choice of political parties 

• You can’t campaign or protest against the dictator 

• The leader controls the police and judges 

 

Countries that are dictatorships include: China and North Korea 

 

Why are human rights under threat in a dictatorship? 

 

The people only hear good things about the government. This is because the government 

controls all the media. The government will use the police and army to stop people campaigning 

or protesting for change. People who oppose the government may be killed. 

 

CASE STUDY- NORTH KOREA 

POLITICS: Kim Jong-Il is the head of a secretive, communist government. There is no 

opposition and no elections.  

ECONOMY: All businesses are owned and controlled by the government- there are massive food 

shortages.  

HUMAN RIGHTS: there is torture, public executions, slave labour- and nobody can complain 

 



Why are human rights protected in a democracy? 

In the UK our human rights are protected because we have the European Convention on Human 

Rights. This includes: 

 

• Right to freedom of thought 

• Right to elect your government with a secret vote 

 

What is representative democracy? 

A type of democracy where the people choose their representatives who vote on issues and do 

their best to represent the people 

Anyone can stand as a candidate in an election- they can campaign to get as many votes as they 

can. Many people may run in your constituency as they want. E.g: Jack Lopresti, Ian Boulton, 

Peter Tyzack all ran in your new constituency of Filton and Bradley Stoke. 

 

What is the difference between Parliament and Government? 

 

KEYWORDS: 

CABINET: the senior MPs who help run the country e.g. Minister for Defence, Minister for 

Education, the Chancellor 

CANDIDATE: a person who asks people to vote for them in an election 

CONSTITUENCY: an area with one MP 

PRIME MINISTER: the leader of the biggest party- the Queen invites this person to become 

PM after an election 

 

Basically it is the job of Parliament to check the actions of the Government. Parliament is all 

the elected MPs (you see them on TV in the House of Commons with the green seats).  

 

What does PARLIAMENT do? What does GOVERNMENT do? 

• Members of Parliament (MPs) debate 

the important issues (in that room with 

green seats) 

• MPs examine and discuss the 

Government’s new laws 

• They vote on whether to accept the 

government’s new laws 

• The Government proposes new laws to 

Parliament 

• It makes sure that civil servants put 

those laws into action 

• It responds to emergencies and deals 

with day to day issues 

 

How can YOU be involved in local and national elections? 

Everyone over 18 can vote – except convicted prisoners and members of the House of Lords. 

A general election has to take place at least every 5 years. To vote you need to be on the 

Register of Electors. You do this by filling in a form. Voting is secret and you simply put a cross 

by the candidate you choose. 

 

How can you become more involved in the decision making process? 

You can join- or even start- your own political party!! The 3 biggest parties in the UK include: 

Labour, Conservatives, Liberal Democrats. Others are Green Party, UKIP and Scottish National 



Party. Each political party has a manifesto – this is the document that says what the party will 

do if it takes control. 

 

How can you influence decision making by joining a pressure group? 

 

PRESSURE GROUP: a group of people who lobby government for change. Examples of pressure 

groups: Greenpeace, Amnesty International and Fathers for Justice 

 

E.G: Greenpeace wants to protect the environment. They are not a political party and do not 

want to join the government. 

What do they do then? 

They try to get the government to change its policies by putting pressure on it. E.g: by writing 

letters, holding protests and sit-ins, organising petitions etc. 

 

How does the media influence decision making? 

 

We get a lot of our information from the TV, newspapers and internet. Keeping up to date with 

this helps us to make opinions on things like the war in Afghanistan and university tuition fees. 

The UK is unusual because the biggest influence is the BBC and this is funded by the 

Government. Because of this the BBC has to impartial- this means that it always has to show a 

balanced view. As a result people tend to trust the BBC for news.  

 

Other news organisations are owned privately. Eg the Murdoch family owns The Sun and The 

Times. In the 2010 election the Sun urged people to vote for David Cameron. The decision 

to do this was made by Murdoch. 

 

Private media groups can also pressurise the Government to take action. E.g. the Telegraph 

first broke the news about the MPs expenses scandal. They, and other papers, then pressured 

to Government to publish all expenses and as a result lots of MPs who had claimed too much 

money lost their jobs. 

 

How can politicians and us use the media? 

 

People can set up personal blogs to tell others of their views. Most pressure groups have a 

press or media officer to send information to the radio, papers and TV. They do this a lot so 

that they keep in the news. 

 

The media has a big influence on what we think about politician and their policies. Therefore, 

politicians are keen to be popular with journalists. Politicians often have media advisors to help 

them and make the public like them more. 

 

Why is a free press so important in a democracy? 

We have to think so carefully before we cast our votes in elections and the media can help us 

make up our minds. It helps us by doing these things: 

• Providing facts to help us form our opinions 

• Interviewing people from all sides of the argument 



 

In the UK we have a free press – so they can print anything they want as long as it is not 

libellous. This is a piece of writing that is untrue- a lie. The press is also not allowed to 

persuade people to be racist or become criminals.  

 

Why else is a free press important?  

 

• Investigates injustices and tells us about the unfair things in our country 

• Exposes wrong doing by the government e.g. expenses scandal 

• It reminds us what politicians promised us and shows whether they have kept those 

promises 

 

In a dictatorship the government controls the media. It decides what the people hear and so 

the people can’t make up their minds about things.  

 

How can you make our decision makers accountable for their actions? 

 

We can let the decision makers know we are unhappy in several ways. E.g: meetings, letters, 

emails, petitions, protests 

 

Campaigns tend to be more effective if it is a large group who is protesting. Gaining publicity is 

important. Pressure groups are often successful e.g. the RSPCA gained more rights for 

laboratory animals.  

 

What is a referendum? 

This is a vote on a single issue where the voters day YES or NO. E.g.: Do you want to join the 

Euro? Do you want to change the voting system in the UK? 

 

This gives us real power to make a decision on major issues. We don’t have many here in the UK, 

but we may have one soon about our voting system because the Lib Dems want to change it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DEMOCRACY AND VOTING 

PRACTICE EXAM QUESTIONS 
 

TIP: When you see the word CITIZEN on the paper- it means people. 

 

1. Give one example of a UK political party (1) 

 

 

 

2. State one responsibility of the Prime Minister (1) 

 

 

 

3. Which description below best describes the way in which a representative government 

works: (1) 

• People vote on the important issues 

• People vote for politicians who consult them regularly about how they should vote 

• People vote for politicians who then us either judgment to decide how best to run 

the country 

• Civil servants decide important issues and then ask politicians for advice 

 

4. Explain why people’s human rights are likely to be under threat if they live in a non-

democratic country. In your answer you should: 

• Describe the differences between democratic and non-democratic forms of 

government 

• Explain which human rights are likely to be under threat in a non-democratic country 

(4 marks) 
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5. Evaluate the following viewpoint. “Citizens can gain most influence over decision making 

by joining a pressure group”. In your answer you should: 

• Explain why joining a pressure group can help a citizen gain more influence over 

decision makers 

• Use evidence or examples to support the points you make 

• Describe other ways in which a citizen can gain influence over decision-makers 

• Evaluate how far you agree that joining a pressure group is the best way to gain 

influence over decision making. (12 marks) 

 



DEMOCRACY AND VOTING 
 

Describe democracy  

 

 

What is the difference between politicians 

and civil servants? 

 

 

 

Do judges have to answer to the politicians?  

 

What is the phrase to describe a non-

democratic country? 

 

Name two rights you don’t have in a 

dictatorship 

 

 

 

Name 2 dictatorships that exist today  

 

In a dictatorship, the government controls the 

police. How will that be bad for the people? 

 

 

 

 

 

In a dictatorship, the government controls the 

media. How will that be bad for the people? 

 

 

 

 

 

Who is the leader of North Korea?  

Name 3 ways that human rights are abused 

there 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the law that protects our human 

rights in the UK? 

 

What is the name of your constituency?  

 

Who won the 2010 election in your 

constituency? 

 

What is the cabinet?  

 

 

How many MPs does a constituency have?  

 

Who invites the Prime Minister to have the 

job? 

 



Government or Parliament: Who proposes new 

laws? 

 

Government or Parliament: who decides 

whether to accept the new laws? 

 

Who can’t vote in UK elections?  

 

How often does an election have to take place?  

 

What is a manifesto?  

 

What is a pressure group?  

 

Name 3 ways that they try to get change?  

 

 

 

Why do people tend to trust the BBC for 

news? 

 

 

 

Who owns a lot of our other news 

organisations? 

 

How did they try to persuade the electorate in 

the 2010 election? 

 

Give an example when the media pressurised 

the government to take action 

 

 

 

 

 

Give 3 reasons why a free press is so 

important 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does libellous mean?  

 

What is a referendum?  

 

What might we have a referendum on soon?  

 

 

Why?  

 

 

 


